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FOREWORD

Special Section on Recent Advances in Machine Learning for
Spoken Language Processing

Recent advances in machine learning techniques, including deep learning, have caused a distinct paradigm
shift in many research fields. Spoken language processing, which is a composite technology consisting of
many kinds of technologies, is no exception.

The Special Interest Group on Speech held an international workshop on Machine Learning in Spoken
Language Processing (MLSLP2015) to allow researchers in this field to gather and discuss how they can
maximize the power of machine learning in spoken language processing technologies.

This special section has been published in order to more widely share the research presented at this work-
shop. We accepted 17 articles, out of a total 26 of submissions, covering various areas of spoken language
research such as acoustic and language modeling in speech recognition, dialogue management, speech
synthesis, and so on. We hope our readers will find these papers interesting and will be inspired by them
in their future research.
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